

















WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, June g, 1783. 





MASQUERADE INTELLIGENCE. 


. & ~ Mafquerade of Thurfday night, May 22, 1783, at 
the Pantheon, being held to.give the duc de Chartres, 
the duc. de Firz James, le comte Conflans, Je marquis de Cog- 
nies, la marquife de Cognies, la comtefle de Chalons, Ja com- 
teffe d’Anloic, le dacde Cognies, le.comte' de Cognics, leduc 
de Pollicac, le comte d’Anloic, and le comte d’Eftrazies, illuf- 
trious French perfonages, now on a tour of pleafure in London, 
as complete an idea as poffible of our Englith amofements, fome 
of the firft gentlemen of fathion took the lead in bringing it for- 
ward in an elegant file. The proprietors of the Pantheon, in 
order to conduce, as much as was in their power, to the enter- 
tainment, appeared to have exerted themfélves very liberally on 
the occafion ; and the tafte with which the arrangements were 
made, was equal to the {pirit with which they were fet on foot. 
The dome was illuminated in a manner uncommonly fuperb, 
-and a profufion of lights diffufed through every part of the 
building. In addition to the ufual orcheftra, a band of wind 
inftraments continued playing the greateft part of the evening, 
in the little rotunda. About twelve the matks began to meet, 
and continaed afflembling ’till two ; at which time, between fix 
and feven hundred perfons were aflembled.—The company was 
very genteel, and confifted chiefly of dominios. ——= The duc de 
Chartres and his foreign friends formed a mott refpeétable body. 
At the head of the Englith vifitants, were his royal highnefs the 
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prince of Wales, the duke of Cumberland, duke of Ancafter, 
lord Cholmondley, lord Carlifle, lord Melbourne, lord Clermont, 
lord Jerfey, lord Winchelfea, lord Grofvenor, and lord Herbert ; 
Mr. Delme, Col. St, Leger, &c. Among the ladies of fathion, 
were lady Carlifle, lady Jerfey; lady Derby, lady B. Delme, Sc. 
The Pruffian and Portuguefe minifters were alfo prefent. The 
amorous corps were of the moft diftinguifhed of the order. The 
charaéters that excited principal notice, were Peter Pluck, a 
butcher from Honey-lane-market ; a bra’ highlander, who had 
fomething to fay to every body, and fpared the prince as little 
as his party, or indeed any party in the room, for he had fome- 
thing to fay toall ; a coalition fcaramouch, by Mr. Dent ; mo- 
ther Shipton, by Mr. Blackftone ; a news pofl-boy, who gave 
away a paper, called the Microcofmographer, or Extraordinary 
Pantheon Gazette. This Gazette was replete with matter to- 
lerabiy well pointed. Some of the advertifements were fhrewdly 
fatirical, and contained fome excellent temporary ftrokes. A 
beautiful quaker, who drew univerfal attention ; a very lively 
highlander, and a dull one ; a good Irifh chairman; with harle- 
quins, failors, farmers, milk-maids, fruit-girls, @c. with anum- 
ber of both fexes, who appeared, by the reverfing of the gender, 
to be in proper charaer. 

The {upper was very {plendid ; the difhes mach commended ; 
and the wines, which were chiefly French, were ferved in very prc» 
fufely. The duc de Chartres and his party, except the marquis 
de Conflans, who was indifpofed, and could not be prefent, 
fupped in a diftant room, which was elegantly fitted up for his 
highnefs’s reception. The difhes were hot,-and confifted of 
three removes. A French lady did the honours of the table, ia 
which the was fupported by the prince of Wales and lord Car- 
liile: 2 few other Englith gentlemen fupped at this table ; lady 
Carlifle, and lady Derby, were alfo prefent. ‘The prince of 
Wales appeared in the different rooms unmafked the whole eve- 
ning. ‘lhe duc de Chartres feemed highly pleafed with the fef- 
tivity of this meeting, which was very orderly. At five the 
company began to retire, and were entirely withdrawn by half 
paft feven. 

Le duc de Fitz-James, who attends the duc de Chartres in his 
excurfion to this country, is nearly allied to many of the great 
families in England : he is grandfon to the famous marcichal 
duke of Berwick, fon to our king James II. and, confequently, 
he is related to the Richmonds, the Graftons, the Southamp- 
tons, the Waldegraves, the Mulgraves, the Hertfords, the Har- 
ringtons, &¢, And as the duke of Berwick’s mother was lifter 
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to the famous duke of Marlborough, duc Fitz-James, of courfe, 
is related tothe Marlboroughs and Spencers. | 


9 SESE ee 


The following are Extra&s from the 
MICROCOSMOGRAPHER; 
Or, NEW EXTRAORDINARY 
PANTHEON GAZET Ff &. 


KING’s THEATRE, OPERA-HOUSE. 


This evening will be prefented, 4 Serious Opera, 
(Altered and tranflated from Maflinger’s old Englith Comedy) 
called 
IL NOVO VIA SOLVITO DEBITA; 
Or, A New Way to Pay Old Debts. 

After the Opera, a new Serious Dance, 

By all the Principal, as well as Figure Dancers : 

In which will be introduced, 

A grand Pas-Dedeux by the Manager, 

And a fuperb Entree by Madame Theodore : 
The whole to conclude with an 
A-D-1-0O . T B-1 $7 IL 
Tickets will be delivered at the Office in Union Court, 
Hay-market, at half-a-guinea each. 
DRURY-LAN E. 

By His Maj est x’s Company. 

At the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane, This Day will be 
prefented, a Comedy called 
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: 
The principal CharaGer by Mrs. Siddons. 

After which will be added (being in rehearfal) a Farce, 
called 
THE PLATONIC LOVERS: 
The principal Charatters by Mr. Derdy and Mifs Farren. 


COVENT-GARDEN. 

At the New Theatre, Cowent-Garden, This Day will be 
prefented, a Dramatic Proverb, called 
NATURE WILL PREVAIL: 

The principal Charaéters by Mr. Henderfon and Mrs, Yates. 
To which will be added, a Farce called 
THE ENGLISHMAN IN PARIS: 
Buck, by Mr. Lee-Lewes. 

3X2 Monday 
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Monday the Coroner’s Imqueft fat on the body of Common 
Senfe, who was fuppofed to have killed herfelf ; when a num- 
ber of circumftances were brought in proof of her having com- 
mitted this rath action ; notwithftanding which, the verdi& was 
brought in lunacy : among other circumftances that appeared 
before the Inquett, was her having perfuaded a multitude of 
gods to be flewed at a mafquerade in the middle of an hot 

ay. 

The Court of Mayor and Aldermen, in offering a reward for 
preventing wanton boys from cruelly treating sorned cattle, ma- 
nifeft a moft charitable concern for sheir brethren the citizens of 
London, 

A few days ago was committed into the cuftody of the Bank 
of England, a large fum of money that had. eloped from the 
Treafury. 


BILL of MORTALITY for laf Week. 


Died, of a broken conftitation, Poor Old England ! 
Wounded, fifty reputations, by ttabs from private affailins. 
Strangled, ten Common Councilmen, with eating turtle foup. 





The. TY EME S,——d4n EpiGRramo. 


W HILST fome wifh their fouls may for ever in hell burn, 
Who dare to {peak ill of the meafures of Shelburne ; 

Others boldly dooar thofe to the pill’ry or itucks, 

Who deny that Old England’s belt friend isa Fox : 

*Midit {uch various opinions, what courfe muf | Leer, 

It fo weak as the-cenfure of eather to fear? 

Keep filence ;>-1 grant ;—but thefe nation’s heart-breakers 
Have noi yet tax’d my tongue, tho’ they’ve burthen’d my acres; 
Then fineethat js free, howfoe’er they may bawl, 

i with freedom will ule it, and cry out, ‘‘ Rogues all.” 


Near Lecds, May 19, 1783. 





ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY. 

In the prefs, and fpeedily will be publithed, ia Sets, The 
Beauties of the Capricious Lady, carefully collected and digetted 
by the author of the Prologue. London, printed and to be 
fold at all the falls and bulk-heads. 
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On SOLITUDE and-COMPANY : with CHARACTERS. 


Writtxr by a Lanoy. 


OW glorious a privilege has man beyond all other fublu- 

hary yen fh who, though indigent, unpitied, forfaken 
by the world, and even chained in a dungeon, can, by the aid 
of divine contemplation, enjoy all the charms of pomp, refpeé, 
and liberty !—Tranfport himfelf in idea to whatever place he 
withes, and grafp in theory imagined empires ! 

Unaccountable it is, therefore, that fo many people find an 
irkfomenefs in being alone !—Guilt, indeed, creates perturba- 
tions, which may make retirement horrible, and drive the felf- 
tormented wretch into any company, to avoid the agonies of 
remorfe ; but I fpeak not of thofe who are afraid to refleét, but 
of thofé who feem to me not to have the power to doit. 

There are feveral of my acquaintance, of both fexes, who 
lead lives perfectly inoffenfive, and, when in company, appear 
to have a fund of vivacity, capable of enlivening all the con- 
verfation they come into ; yet, if you happen to meet them af- 
ter half an hour’s folitude, are for fome minates the moft heavy 
lampifh creatures upon earth :——afk them if they are indif- 
pofed, they will drawl out “* No, they are well enough : if 
any misfortune has befallen them, ftill they anfwer ** No,” in 
the fame ftupid tone as before, and look like things inanimate, 
till fomething is faid or done to infpire them.—One would ima- 
gine they were but half awoke from a deep fleep ; and indeed 
their minds, during this lethargy, may be faid to have been in a 
more inactive ftate than even that of fleep, for they have not fo 
much as dreamed ; but I think they may juftly enough be com> 
pared to clock-work, which has power to do nothing of itfelf, 
till wound up by another. 

Whatever opinion the world may have of the wit of perfons 
of this caft, I cannot help thinking there is a vacuum in the 
mind ;—that they have no ideas of their own ; and only, thro’ 
cuitom, and a genteel education, are enabled to talk agreeably 
on thofe of other people. A real fine genius can never want 
matter to entertain itfelf; and though on the top of a moun- 
tain, without fociety, and without books, or any exterior means 
of employment, will always find that within which will keep it 
from being idle :-—-memory and recolletion will bring the tranfy 
ations of paft times to view ;—obfervation and difcernment 
point out the prefent, with their canfes; and fancy, tempered 
with judgement, anticipate the future.——-This power of con- 
templation and reflection it is that chiefly diftinguifhes the hu- 
man from the brute creation, and proves that we have fouls, 
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which are in reality {parks of that diviae, omnifcient, omni- 
prefent Being, whence we all boaft to be derived. 

The pleafures which an agreeable fociety beltows, are indeed 
the moit e'egant we can tafte ; but even that company we like 
beft, would grow infipid and tirefome, were we to be for ever 
in it; and to a perfon who knows how to think juftly, it would 
certainly be as great a mortification never to be alone, as to be 
always fo. 

Converfation, in effect, but furnifhes matter for contempla- 
tion ;—it exhilarates the mind, and fits it for reflection after- 
wards.—Every new thing we hear in company, raifes in us new 
ideas in the clofet, or on the pillow ; and as there are few peo- 
ple but one may gather fomething from, either to divert or im- 
prove, a good underftanding will, like the induftrious bee, fuck 
out the various {weets, and digeft them in retirement. But thofe 
who are perpetually hurrying from one company to another, and 
never fuffer themfelves to be alone but when weary nature fum- 
monfes them to repofe, will be little amended, though the max- 
ims of a Seneca were to be delivered to them in all the en- 
chanting eloquence of a Tully. 

But not to be more improved, is not the worft mifchicf that 
attends an immoderate averfion to folitude.—People of this hu- 
mour, rather than be alone, fly into all company indifcrimin- 
ately, and fometimes fall into fuch as they have reafon to repent 
their whole lives of having ever feen ; for though they may not 
poflibly reap any advantage from the good, their reputations 
mutft certainly, and perhaps their morais and fortunes too, will 
fuffer very much from the bad; and where we do not give our- 
felves leifure to chufe, it is rarely we happen on the former, as 
they, being infinitely the fmaller number, are lefs eafy of accefs 
to thofe whofe characters they are unacquainted with. 

Many young perfons of both fexes owe their ruin to this one 
unfortunate propenfity of loving to be always in company ; and 
it is the more dangerous, as no-body takes any pains to conquer 
it in themfelves ; but, on the contrary, are apt to miftake it for 
a laudable inclination, and look on thofe who preach up the 
happinefs of a more retired life, as phlegmatic and vapourifh.—I 
doubt not but I fhall pafs for fuch in the opinion of many of 
my readers, who are too volatile to confider that it is not a ful- 
Jen, cynical, total avoiding of fociety, that I recommend, but a 
proper love of folitude at fome times, to enable us to relifh with 
more pleafure, as well as to be effentially the better for converfa- 
tion at others, and alfo to feleét fuch for our companions as may 
be likely to anfwer both thefe ends. 

Nor 
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Nor is it only where there is a difference of fex that I think 
youth ought to be upon its guard :—the dangers in that cafe are 
too univerfally allowed to ftand in need of any remonftrances, 
and yet perhaps are not greater than others which both may 
happen to fall into among thofe of their own.—Are not almoit 
all the extravagancies parents with fo much grief behold their 
children guilty of, owing to ill-chofen company ?—Great is the 
privilege of example, and fome are fo weak as to think they 
matt do as they fee others do.—The fear of being laughed at, 
has made many a young gentleman run into vices to which 
his inclination was at firft averfe ; but, alas! by habitude, be. 
come more pleafing to him : he has, in his turn too, played the 
tempter’s part, and made it his glory to feduce’others, as him- 
felf had been feduced.—lIt is this love of company, more than 
the diverfions mentioned in the bills, that makes our ladies run 

alloping in troops every evening to mafquerades, balls and af- 
Emblies. in winter; and in the fummer, to Vauxhall, Ranelagh, 
Mary le Bonne, Sadler’s- Wells, and twenty other fuch-like places ; 
which, in this age of luxury, ferve as decoys to draw the 
thoughtlefs and unwary together, and, as it were, prepare the 
way for other more vicious excefles ; for there are, and of con- 
dition too, not a few (as I am informed by the gnomes who pre- 
fide ‘over midnight revels) that, going with no other intention 
than to partake what feems an innocent recreation, are prevailed 
upon, by the love of company, either to remain in thefe houfes, 
or adjourn to fome other place of entertainment, ’till the {weet 
harbinger of day, Aurora, awakes, and bluthes to behold the or- 

er of nature thus perverted ; nor then, perhaps, would fepa- 
rate, did not weatied limbs, heavy languid cyes, and dirty li- 
nen, remind themof repairing to.their refpective habitations ; 
where having Iain a while, they rife, they drefs, and go again 
in quelt of new company and new amufements. 

Heaven forbid, and | am far from fuggeiting that to run fuch 
lengths as thefe fhould be common to ail who hate retirement 
and reflection: fortune is fometimes kinder than our endeavours 
merit, and by not throwing any temptations in our way, renders 
our careleffnefs of no worfe confequence than being deprived of 
thofe folid pleafures which flow from a confcioufnefs of having 
behaved according to the diétates of honour and reafon. 

But fuppofe we make fome allowances toa few of the very 
young and gay, efpecially the beautiful and high-born, who, by 
a miftaken fondnefs in their parents, from the moment they 
were capable of underftanding what was {faid to them, heard 
nothing but flattery, and are made to believe they came into 
the world for vo other purpofe than to be adored and indulged, 
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what can we fay for thofe who had a different education, and 
are of riper years ? How little excufe is there for a gadding 
matron, or for a woman who ought to have the care of a houie 
and family at heart !~How odd a figure does the mother of five 
or fix children make at one of ‘thefe noéturnal rambles; and 
how ridiculous is it for a perfon in any trade or avocation, to be, 
or affect to be, above the thought of all economy, and make 
one in every party of pleafure that prefents itfelf !—Yet fuch as 
thefe are no prodigies.—All kinds of regulation and manage- 
meat require fome fimall refleCion and recefs from company ; 
and thefe are two things fo terrible to fome people, that they 
will rather fuffer every thing to be ruined, than endure the fa- 
tigue of thought. 

A young widow of my acquaintance, rich, beautiful, and gay, 
had fcarce fullied the blacknefs of her weeds, before fhe ven- 
tured to take for a fecond hufband a man, who, had the once 
confidered on what fhe was about to do, fhe would have found 
had.no one quality that could promife her any felicity with 
him.—He had not been married a month before he loaded her 
with the moft grofs abufe, turned -her innocent ,babes out of 
doors, and affronted all her friends who came-to reafon with him 
on the injuitice and cruelty of his behaviour. —The unadvised 
Rep fhe had taken, indeed, but litle merited compadiion for the 
event ; but the fweetnefs of difpofition with which the had al- 
ways treated all who knew her, rendered it impoffible not to 
have a fellow-feeling of the calamities fhe laboured under. A 
particular friend of bet’s, however, took one day the liberty of 
atking how fhe could throw away herfelf on a perfon fo every 
way undeferving of her ? To which fhe made this hort, but fin- 
cert reply, ‘* Ah !” faid the, “* it is a fad shing to live alone!” 
To ghis the other might have returned, that the could not be 
faid to be alone, who had a mother to advide, and three {weet 
children to divert her moft melanchely hovwrs': but this would 
have been only adding to her affli@tion ; and her condition being 
now irremediable, required confolation. 

When this immoderate defire of company remains in perfons 
of an advanced age, though it threatens leds. mifchief, it is move 
ridiculous than in the younger fort. I know alady, who, by he 
own confeffion, is no lefs than fixty-five, yet, in all that long 
length of time, has treafured up nothing in her mind wherewith 
fhe can entertain herfelf two minutes.—She has been a widow 
for feveral years, has a jointure fufficient to fupport a handfome 
equipage, is without children, or any other imcumbrance, and 
might live es much refpected by the world as fhe is really con- 
temned, could the prevail on herfelf to refle&t what fort of beha- 
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vioor would be moft becomirg in a woman of her age and cir- 
cumilances. 

But inftead of living ina regular, decent manner, fhe roams 
fiom place to place; hires lodgings at three or four different 
houfes at the fame time, lies one night at St. James’s, another at 
Covent-Garden, a third perhaps at Weftminfter, and a fourth ta 
the city :—nor does fhe look on this as a futlicient variety ;—the 
has at this moment apartments at Richmond, Hammerfimith, 
Kenfington, and Chelfea, each of which the vifits two or three 
times at leaft every month ; fo that her time is paffed in a con- 
tinval whirl from one home to another, if any can be juftly 
called fo: but it feems as if fhe had an aveifion to the very 
name ; for the rooms fhe pays for, fhe dwells in the leait, {fel- 
dom eats in any of them, and forces herfelf, as it were, into 
thote of other people, where the fends in a ftock of provifion 
fullicient for a whole family, in order to ‘purchafe for herfelf a 
welcome. But as people of any figure in the world would not 
accept of fuch favours, and thofe of good fenfe not endure to be 
deprived of the privilege of thinking their own thoughts, and 
entertaining their own friends, it can be only the extreme ne- 
ceflitous, or thofe who have as little in their heads as herfelf, 
that will fubmit to have their lodgings and time taken up in this 
manner, 

Poor woman! How does fhe lavith away a handfome in- 
come ! How forfeit all pretenfions to good underftanding and 
good breeding, merely for the fake of being permitted to talk 
as much as fhe pleafes without contradiction, and being never 
alone but when afleep. Ihave been told by thofe wha are to 
be depended upon, that the moment fhe is out of hed, fhe runs 
with her ftays and petticoats into the next neighbour's chamber, 
not being able to live without company even ’till fhe is dreffed. 

There are people fo uncharitable, as to believe fome latent 
crime hangs heavy on the minds of all thofe who take fo much 
pains to avoid being alone ; but I am far from being of that 
number :—it is my opinion, that neither this old rattle I have 
mentioned, nor many others who aét in the fame manner, ever 
did a real injury to any one. Thofe who are incapable of 
thinking, are certainly incapable of premeditated mifchief ; 
and, as I have already {faid, feem to me a fet of infenfibles, who 
never afl of themfelves, but are aéted upon by others. 

Before one pafics fo cruel a cenfure, one fhould therefore ex. 
amine, I mean not the lives and charaéters, for they may deceive 
us, but at what point of time this averfion to folitude com- 
mienced :—if from childhood, and fo continued even tu the ex- 
tremeft old age, it can proceed only from a weaknefs in the 
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mind, and is deferving our compaffion ; but if, from taking 
that fatisfaction in contemplation and retirement, which every 
reafonable foul finds in it, one fees a perfon has turned to the 
reverfe, ftarts even while in company at the bare mention of 
quitting it, and flies folitude as a houfe on fire, one may very 
well fufpect fome fecret crime has wrought fo great 2 tranfition, 
and that any converfation, though the moft infipid and worth- 
lefs, feems preferable to that which the guilty breaft can furnith 
to itfelf. 

Iam -well aware there is another motive, befides either a want 
of power to think, or a confcioufnefs of having done what ren- 
ders thought a pain, that induces many people to avoid being 
alone as much as poffible ; and that is, when the mind is op- 
prefied with any very fevere affigtion.—To be able to refleét on 
our misfortunes, goes a great way towards bearing them with 
that fortitude which is becoming the dignity of human nature ; 

ut all have not courage to do it, and thofe who have, would 
fink beneath the weight of grief, were they to indulge the me- 
mory of what occafioned it. 

This I am fenfible is the cafe of many who pafs for perfons of 
very good underftanding, and the excufe is allowed by the gene- 
ality of the world asa reafonable one ; but yet I muft beg their 
pardon, when I fay that whatfoever fhare of fine fenfe they may 
fhew in other things, they betray a very great deficiency in this. 
The relaxation which noiie and hurry may afford is but fhort- 
lived, and are fo far from removing that burthen which the {pi- 
rit labours under, that they afterwards make it felt with double 
weight. 

Some are fo madly ftupid, as to attempt to lofe the thoughts 
of one evil, by running into others of perhaps worfe confe- 
quence ;—I mean that of drinking, and fome other excefles 
equally pernicious both to the fortune and conftitution ; but how 
faife a relief this gives, I need only appeal to thofe who have 
made the trial. 

Would fuch people be prevailed upon to make a little reflec- 
tion before it is too late, they would certainly have recourfe to 
more folid confolations.—Would not the works of fome of our 
celebrated poets divert a melancholy hour much more than all 
the rhodomontades of a vague, idle converfation! Would not 
the precepts of philofophy, of which fo many excellent treatifes 
have been wrote, give them more true courage than all the bot- 
tle can infpire !—And above all, would not the duties of an 
entire fubmiffion and refignation to the Almighty Difpofer of all 
things, fo often and fo ftrenuoufly recommended, be infinitely 
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more efficacious to quiet all perturbations of the mind, than any 
yain amufements, of what kind foever ! 

It is not that I would perfuade any one to a continual pores 
ing over books : too much reading, though of the beft authors, 
is apt to dull the fpirits, and dettroy that attention which alone 
can render this employment profitable. A few good maxims, 
well digefted by reflection, dwell upon the memory, and are not 
only a remedy for prefent ills, but alfo a kind of antidote againtt 
any future ones that fate may have in ftore. 

But it may be faid, that this advice can only be complied 
with by perfons of condition ; and as for the meaner part, it 
cannot be imagined that they have either time or capacities to 
enable them to {quare themfelves by fuch rules. This indeed 
muft be allowed ; but then it muft alfo be allowed, that they 
can the leaft afford to wafte what time they have in fuch fruitleds 
attempts as they generally make ufe of for forgetting their 
cares ; and as to their capacities, we are to fuppofe that every 
one underftands the trade or bufinefs to which he has been bred ; 
and, in my opinion, nothing is more plain thar that an indultri- 
ous application to that, would be his beft refource for any vexa- 
tion he is involved in, as well as the fureft means of avoiding 
falling into others. 

Upon the whole, it denotes a meannefs of foul, not to be for- 
given even in the loweft rank of people, much lefs in thofe of a 
more refined education, when, to fhun the remembrance of per- 
haps a trifling affliction, they rufh into irregalarities, each of 
which their reafon might inform them would be productive of 
greater ills than any they yet had to lament ; and is fo far from 
affording any relief, that it ferves only to give new additions to 
their former difquiets; according to the poet, juftly defcribing 
this fever of the mind, 


** Reftlefs they tofs, and turn about their feverith will, 
«* When all their eafe muft come by lying ftill.” 


But what can be more amazing, than*that perfons, who have no 
one thing on earth to incommode them, fhould not be able to 
take any pleafure in contemplating on the tranquillity of their 
fituation !—-Yet fo it is: there are thofe in the world, and in 
the great wolrd too, who being poffeffed of every thing they 
can with, and frequently much more than either they deferve, or 
could ever expect, feem altogether infenfible.of the benefits they 
receive from heaven, or any obligations they may have to man, 
This, methinks, is an indolence of nature which can never be 
too much guarded againit ; becaufe, whoever is guilty of it, 


becomes ungrateful and unjuft, without knowing he is fo, and 
a¥ 2 incurs 
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incurs the cenfure of all who are acquainted with him, for omif- 
fions which he is wholly ignorant of; and if he were not fo, 
would perhaps be very far from meriting. 





JULIA: Or, T4e PENITENT DAUGHTER: 
4n ArrecTinc Hisrory. 


MONG the unfortunate citizens, who were involved in 
A the calamities occafioned by the famous Mifliffippi fcheme 
fn France, were Monfieur and Madame de Gourville, once as 
much difinguifhed by their affuent fituation, as by their exemp- 
lary virtues. This excellent pair retired to a remote village, 
with the flender remains of their fortune ; and, conforming to 
the fad reverfe, Moniieur de Gourville difdained not to fabmit to 
the loweft rural occupations : for true philofophy teaches the 
good man to yicld to unavoidable misfortunes with dignity and 
relignation. 

It was not for himfelf he fuffered, but for a beloved wife,-ap- 
prehenfive that her delicate mind could not reconcile itfelf to the 
jever ty of her fituation. Few know how to refle&t with wif- 
dom on this dream of life, and to render it as inftruétive as it is 
vifionary. The fair fex, from the tendernefs of their frame, 
bear calamity with yet lefs fortitude than men. Madame de 
Gourville, indeed, adored her hufband ; and to what trials will 
not love fubmit ? True tendernefs, in its facrifices, knows no 
rounds ; and, in courage and heroiim, often furpafies the nobleft 
efforts of reafon and of virtue. 

This valuable woman was not devoid of a fweet philofophy, 
that taught her to conceal her tears from her hufband ; nor did 
the maternal duties fail to alleviate her chagrin, and to recone 
cile her to humble mediocrity. Her whole attention was de- 
voted to the education cf 2 fon and daughter, of whom fhe con- 
ceived the moft flattering hopes.—Julia (for that was the name 
of the daughter) difcovered the winning charms that every day 
open more and more; and in her brother they perceived the 
fineft traces of a manly and virtuons foul. 

A nobleman, who had known Monfieur de Gourville in hap- 
pier days, came to the village where this refpectable family re- 
fided. On difcovering the father, he initantly offered to intro- 
duce his fon into the army, and tc take his fortune upon himfelf, 
This offer was too great to be refifted by paternal tendernels ; 
and the brave youth, animated by virtuous hope, hefitated not to 
leave his excellent parents and affectionate fifter. 
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All their cares were now devoted to their daughter. With 
a delighted eye they beheld her encreafing beauty and ripening 
virues, An elegant figure, the fprightlinefs of unaffected wit, 
an extreme fenfibility, eyes fparkling with vivacity, yet looking 
inexpreflible tendern iefs : ina word, a certain fweet aflemblage 
of graces, far fuperior to beauty ;—thefe prefented but a faint 
idea of the captivating Julia ; who, on her part, failed not to 
reward the affection of her parents with all the amiable atten- 
tions of filial piety. 

But Monfieur de Gourville was fill to know feverer trials. 
An opprefiive law-fuit completed the ruin of his fortunes: yet 
the unhappy pair, in proportion as their calamities encreafed, 
feemed to poffefs a nobler elevation of foul, fupported by thofe 
fentiments of religion which afford unfhaken confolation. They 
foothed each other with unceafing kindnefs, and, for a few mo- 
ments, could even forget their mifery ; but, when they beheld 
their daughter, ten thoufand apprehenfions for her welfare in- 
ceffantly tormented them. 

A relation of Madame de Gourville, who refided at Paris, is 
informed of their deplorable fituation, and preffes them to fend 
their daughter to her. After a varicty of fevere conflicts and 
refolutions, the hopes that it would be of important advantages 
to their Julia, induce them to confent to the propofal. 

They are now near the moment of this cruel feparation. They 
prefs their child to their bofom: they cannot fpeak ; they weep. 
** No,” my bef of parents,” exclaims Julia, ‘* never will I 
leave you: I owe my lite, I owe the love of viriue to you, and 
it is mine to fapport you under the weight of misfortune. No 
fituation can be difgraceful, if unfullied by vice ; and I will 
fubmit without reluctance to all, to every thing, to lighten the 
woes of my beloved parents. Mutt I be reduced to fervitude ? 
I will fly toit, if I can but be of the leaft affiftance to you. I 
will entreat them to let me fteal only a moment in the day to 
fee you—to weep on your bofom-—to tell you that your daughter 
knows no other h: appinefs but that of living where you are ”— 

* Oh, my daughter !” faid Madame de Gourville, “* it is your 
pr only that compels us to this feparation. Heaven be- 
gins to {mile upon us : our dear child, at leait, will be delivered 
trom the feve rity of our fate: fhe will be with our relation, ma 
fituation fuitable to her birth. In this idea we fhall bear our 
forrows with more ao, ngs ; we fhall be happy in being af- 
fured that you always love us. — Ah! my deareft mot ete P 
interrupted Ju 
get you? If I leay e you, it will rm fare with the “ pe a? 
fall yet be iy toyou. Oh! my beloved parents, what hap- 
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pinefs will be mine, if my new fituation enables me to wipe 
away your tears—to evince my duty—my gratitude—my love !” 

The moment arrives. Madame de Gourville now affumes a 
firmer tone. ‘* Never forget, my Julia, the leffons of a mother 
to whom you will ever be dear, Remember that virtue is more 
eftimable than riches, and even than life itfelf. Oh! ** con- 
tinued the tender mother, all in tears, ‘* much fooner would [ 
hear of yourdeaththan of yourdifhonour. My deareft daugh- 
ter, our lives muft have a period, but infamy is everlafting. Alas! 
the world is full of feduction, and deviation is but too eafy. Let 
us earneftly hope that our examples will be ever before you.” 

They now lead their daughter to the coach, again give her the 
mot affecting advice, the tendereft careffes, and return to their 
houfe diffolved in all the bitternefs of grief. 

An aged domeftic, named Marianne, had accompanied Mon. 
fieur and Madame de Gourville to-their retreat. Her heart en- 
nobled her lowly ftation, Sacrificing her intereftto an uncom- 
mon virtue, fhe hefitated not to follow the hard fortunes of a 
mafter and a milirefs whom fhe loved. In vain did they urge her 
to feck another place, reprefenting that they could not even main- 
tain her, ‘* What then?” anfwered the worthy woman, weep- 
ing, ** I will work elfewhere, when you do not want me. I[ 
will fteal from the hours of fleep to gain a living; and very 
little will fuffice. No, I will never leave you.” Monfieur and 
Madame de Gourville, melting into tears, embraced Marianne, 
who, in return, would only refpeétfully kifs their hands. Hav- 
ing been prefent at the birth of Julia, the felt all the grief of Ma- 
dame de Gourville for the lofs of her young miftrets. She was 
charged to accompany Julia, and to fee her fafe under the roof 
of her relation, who had continued unceafingly to folicit her 
arrival, 

They arrive at the houfe of Madame de Subligny ; for that 
was the name of this relation. Marianne, mingling her tears 
with thofe of Julia, left her making a thoufand proteitations of 
unalterable affection for her parents. 

Madame de Subligny was a widow with a competent fortune. 
She was fond of the world to diftraétion, and, without an under- 
ftanding to recollect the duties of her age and fituation, fhe had 
reached her fiftieth year, and was ever {cen in the circles of the 
young and gay. Acting as it were from akind of inftinét, blind 
to the future, and with fcarce difcernment enough for the mo- 
ment—this was the woman with whom Julia was to refide. 

Madame de Gourville, indeed, knew little more of her relation 
than by name. The obfervaticns of Marianne, notwithitand- 
ing her fimplicity, were certainly calculated to alarm her mif- 

trefs ; 
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trefs ; but the virtuous and the good do not eafily fufpe& ; and 
thus fubje&t themfelves to errors that ar: fatal to their peace. 

The education of Julia was now quite different; for never did 
her new friends converfe on the duties and the rewards of virtues 
She was in her fixteenth year. Self-admiration began to fuc- 
ceed to filial affection, that {weet fentiment, which feldom lives 
ina perpetual round of pleafure. Her charms were the conti- 
nual theme of the moft feductive flattery. Extravagant compli- 
ments, devoid of fenfe and truth, inceffantly affailed her ears, 
and in time were heard without difguft. 

Julia accompanied Madame de Subligny to the theatre, to the 
public walks, andinto every circle. In thefe fcenes of diffipa- 
tion, fhe heard the moft pernicious difcourfes, which, repeated in 
a variety of forms, all tended to eftablifh the favourite maxims 
of freethinkers and libertines. Her heart was now a picture 
from which the fine colouring of virtue gradually faded away. 
Yet ftill fhe would fain obferve the excellent leffons fhe had im- 
bibed from her parents; but to be fixteen—to be adored—yet 
not to be in the elevated fituation that can command the ele- 
gancies of drefs—was too much for a heart in which vanity was 
now predominant. In this variety of parties, Julia attached her- 
felf to a Madame de Sauval, who, in the fequel, hurried into 
vice’a heart, which had not yet entirely forgotten the early fenti- 
ments of innocence. 

Madame de Sauval affected an opennefs of manner; yet in 
duplicity and falfehood the was intrepid and unfubmitting. She 
would enter into the minuteft-particulars of an affair with a fem- 
blance of concern and fenfibility the could command on all oc- 
cafions; for cunning is the peculiar talent of weak and little 
minds, A woman of this character had no difficulty in forming 
the clofeft intimacy with the weak Madame de Subligny. 

Julia was delighted to have a friend to whom fhe could en- 
trult the fecrets of her heart: for thefe intimacies appear to un 
thinking youth in the attracting forms of friendthip. Senfibi- 
lity, at this tender age, abandons itfelf to inexperience. ‘The 
neceffity of directing the affections to fome object is not the moft 
‘trivial caufe of its errors and misfortunes. It attaches itfelf to 
every object it meets. But was it not enough for Madame de 
Sauval to be herfelf difgraced in the public opinion? ‘To what 
purpofe could fhe with to involve a young perfon in the fame in- 
tamy, who was yet ftruggling againft the afcendancy of vice ? 
Were the hearts of the wicked but expofed to view, we fhould 
difcover with horror that they have a deteftable pleafure in in- 
creafing the number of the guilty. Intereft, moreover, isano- 
ther powerful motive to arm corruption, grown hoary in guilt, 
againft innocence and youth ; and, in fact, it was nota mere de- 
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pravity of morals that induced Madame de Sauval to plot the 
fall of the unfufpecting Julia. 

The coquetry of the young creature, her ambition to fhine in 
the circle, and to captivate every eye, did not efcape the pene- 
trating eye of this abandoned woman. Julia heard her incef- 
fantly exclaim, ‘* What a beautiful fhape ! But what an odious 
gowa! Why, child, drefs is our very life, and you fhould dif 
play your charms to advantage by the elegance of your talte. 
Ah! were I but of your age, I fhould know how to improve 
them. By what filly prejudices are people governed’ But 
when once we begin tothink for ourfelves, we fhall pay little at- 
tention to the opinion of the world. It is poverty only that is 
the obje& of contempt. Some marks of complaifance,”’ added 
this intriguing woman, “* for a gentleman who merits my efteem, 
and who intends to efpoufe me, have now changed my (ituation. 
From that moment I have begun to live. J havea houfe,I have 
drefs, I have jewels—and jewels are the magic of beauty.” Ju- 
lia profoundly fighs. ‘* I will not conceal it,” refumed Madame 
de Sauval, whom this figh did not efcape, ‘‘ but in your fitua- 
tion I fhould be decided. What do you expe& from your aunt. 
She has but little fortune, nor is fhe immortal. Julia, beautiful 
as you are, and with your birth, would you degrade yourfelf to 
the employment of a lady’s woman ?” 

At this queition Julia could not conceal fome emotion of in- 
dignation ; this fame Julia, who, before fhe left her parents, 
would have embraced the meaneft occupation with joy, if the pue 
rity of her morals had required the facrifice. 

The artful advocate of vice now added, ‘‘ In this humble fta- 
tion, though you fhould be a paragon of virtue, the world will 
never believe it. They will think it impoflible that an unfor- 
tunate young perfon, whois handfome, can be fo void of under- 
ftanding as to prefer mifery toafluence. Do not fancy that your 
books, and thofe pretended good people, the pedagogues of man- 
kind, utter one word of truth. ‘Their fine fentiments are merely 
to difplay their talents, and to contradi¢t eftablifhed opinions 
with oftentation. ‘The only purfuit of fenfible people is afflu- 
ence and pleafure. 1 know all the fine reflections to the contrary. 
They are doubtlefs admirable! But, in the warmth of my friend- 
fhip for you, { mult point out the real, not the imaginary good.” 

** How (exclaims Julia) fhall 1 be wanting in my family,—to 
honour ?” «* Charmingly faid, my child,” replied Madame 
de Sauval ; ‘‘ I have indulged mytfelf in fuch fine declamations 
before you. I have had my family, my honour, and my morals 
too, oh! quite like other folks !” 





[To be continusd.} 
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HE duke of Rutland lately loft at cards between five and 

fix thoufand pounds to Jack Parfons. Some days after- 
wards George Selwyn meeting the fortunate gentleman, con- 
gratulated him on his good luck; and faid, Vo Now, Jack, I 
fuppofe you will fet up your carriage and live in ftile.”—** 1 
don’t know, (fays Mr. Parfons) but I believe I fhall.”"—«* Then 
pray (returns the wit) let me recommend you a mctto.”— 
“ With all my heart, George. What thall it be ?”—** The 
old proverb, (replies George) MAnNERS* makes the man.” 


* The family name of the duke of Rutland. 





A right honourable gentleman, no lefs remarkable for being 
the youngeft than the wifeit of the Irifh peers, when difcharging 
the many thoufands due from his father, which he was not 
obliged to pay by law, was applied to by a perfon for the pay- 
ment of a bond of 150]. His lordfhip, upon examination, found 
it was transferred by the poor old man, to whom it was due, for 
the very inadequate fum of sol. <‘* I will deal with you (faid 
his lordfhip) juitly, andno more. Here is the sol. you paid for 
the bond, and the legal intereft.”” Circumftanced as the matter 
ftood, the money could not be refufed. Lord M n then 
fought out the original owuer, and finding him poor, paid him 
the whole fum and the intereft.—Such are the virtues which dig 
nity this young nobleman ; they are indced fweet, and ‘* fmell 
to heaven.” 








A young gentleman, who had the right of prefentation to 
the living of Wandfworth, was lately juft on the eve of entering 
into holy orders, when he had a company dined with him, ard 
in the evening they had a dance. The gentlemen, in their 
gaiety, were entertaining themfelves with active feats, in which 
he particularly excelled. He had feveral times performed the 
common exploit of hanging by the arms, and turning himfelf 
heels over head while fulpended ; but being defired by his mother 
to do it once more, by fome means he loit his grafp, and falling 
on the crown of his head, he broke feveral of the blood veffels 
of his brain, and died in a few minutes, He was a moft ac- 
complifhed youth, and to an elegant perfon joined the moft ami- 
able manners. 


Vou. I, 23. 3Z Singular 
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Singular as it may appear, it is neverthelefs true, that there is 
a village in France called Courti/ou, in Champagne, and in the 
neighbourhood of Chalons, the inhabitants of which have a lan- 
guage peculiar to themfelves, and which none of their neigh- 
bours underitand. The rector of the village has been applied 
to by a gentleman of letters to give him the firft four or five 
verfes in Genefis, in order toafcertain from what language his 
parifhioners have formed their’s ; but the rector could not, or 
would not, reply to the letter. ‘There is reafon, however, to be- 
lieve that the inhabitants are defcended from a branch of the 
ancient Irith who fettled there. —Thofe who have pafled through 
that country cannot but have obferved, that at Maion, in the 
fame neighbourhood, the female peafants all wear a particular 
drefs, not in the leaft refembling that of the peafants of any 
other province in rrance. 





Anfwer, by F. 8. of bepton- Mallet, to the fir? Enigma inferted 


March 31. 


HIS dark affair will ne’er to light be brought 
By any one, without the aid of THOUGHT. 


I+] We have received the like anfwer from E. Sherman, of 





Cornwood ; Agathos Pais, of Taunton; and J. Laskey, of 
Exeter. 
4ujwer, by J. 8. of Shepion-Mallet, to Sobrius’s Enigma, injertd 


April 14. 
> WAS FLATTERY that did deceive 


Our credulous firft parent Eve $ 
And by that fame deceitful wile, 
Adam, alas! the did becuile. 
In fhort, then, one mav plainly {2, 
That what you mean is FLATTERY 
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rhe And nothing can I hit upon 

fod So much like it as FIRE. 

ive ' Ss i 

his t§t We have received the like anfwer from J. S. of Shepton- 

or Mallet; J. Lafkey, of Exeter; and G. Bulgen, cf Caftle-Cary, 

e- 

he 

L 

“ Anfwver, by Tyro, of Cerne, to F.8.'s Enigma, inferted April 28s 

8 HE letter 4 is found in nation, 

y In navy, and in navigation. 

"i *.* We have received the like anfwer from N. G. of Corne 
wall; J. Tamblyn, of St. Columb; R. B. Bennet, of Ply- 

d mouth ; Neos, of Torrington; and Agathos Pais, of Taunton. 





Anfwer, by Neos, of Torrington, to Sobrius’s Enigma, inferted 
April 28. 


N tragic numbers* ’tis confefs’d, 
MUSIC can foothe a favage breaft. 

Th’ affertion’s juit; for oft we fee 
The ftrange effects of harmony. 
By moving founds it warms old age ; 
Prompts fearlefs heroes to engage ; 
Melts tender hearts to foft defire ; 
Gives glowing youths a fiercer fire ; 
Its power can pafling time deceive, 
And ev’ry gnawing care relieve. 
Orpheus once alter’d fate’s decree, 
And repoffefs’d Kurydice. 


* Vide Mourning Bride. 








t§t We have geceived the like anfwer from N. G. of Corn- 
wall; Tyro, of Cerne; Agathos Pais, of Taunton; J. Wil- 
liams, of Falmouth ; and J. S. of Shepton-Mallet. 





4A MUSICAL QUESTION, éy Tyro, of Cerne. 


UPPOSE a ture isin a major key, with neither flat nor 
fharp, and confills of eight ftrains, viz. the firft is a chearful 
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clofe, a fourth above its key ; the fecond is a mournful clofe, a 
whole tone above its key; the third is a chearful clofe, inits 
key ; the fourth isa mournful clofe, a major third above its key ; 
the fifth is a mournful clofe, a femi-tone below its key; the fixth 
is a mournful clofe, a minor third below its key ; the feventh is a 
chearful clofe, a fifth above its key; the eighth is a chearful 
clofe, in the key. I defire to know the key of that tune, and 
whatis required in each ftrain to form a proper cadence for each 
clofe. 





A QUESTION, by A. Nofworthy, of Plymouth-Dack. 
EQUIRED the value of x andy in the following 


equation : 
Given 3x + /4y =1036.87 
BYY + VW 4xxX=692. 302128 





din ENIGMA, by 7. S. of Shepton-Mallet. 


HERE Flora reigns I’m often feen, 
In lonely deferts rove ; 
In city and in town I’ve been, 


And in the fhady grove, 


Some people do me much deteft ; 
«« Ah, hideous thing !”’ they fay ; 
And yet by numbers I’m carefs’d ; 
With me they fport and play. 


By fome affected belles and beaux 
If I’m by chance defery’d, 

But touching of their gaudy clothes, 
Oh! how it thocks their pride. 


Vain mortals! though they do contemn 
My low and humble ftate, 

The being that created them 
Did likewife me create. 


With one hint more (which is no fham) 
For further information, 

i fhall conclude ; that is, I am 
A pillar of this nation 
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An ENIGMA, by F. Hodge, of Wells. 


Wwe virtue, faireft gift of heav’n, 
Was by her maker fent on earth, 
To me that lovely maid was giv’n, 

That I might rear her from her birth, 
Th hou ugh I’m a ftern and rigid nurfe, 
She bore with patience my command ; 
"’ did the deem it as acurfe 

‘o be brought up at my right hand. 


Me, before whom all folly’s train 
With terror and defpair will fly ; 
They think (but ah! they think in vain) 
That I’m their greateft enemy. 


Whilf wifdom in her fable drefs, 
With rapture viewing nature’s ‘frame, 
Attends my fteps, and oft does blefs 
Her maker that fhe knew my name. 


By wicked men I’m thought like hell, 
Or thunder rattling through the air ; 

They think that mis’ry haunts my cell, 
With dire difeafe and fell defpair, 


But the good man I oft improve, 

And teach him nature’s works to {can; 
To feel for others, and believe, 

He is not more than mortal man, 


SPR eet toteaeg 
K&R AT UM, 

In the fifth line of Sobrius’s enigma, inferted April 28 
Nabal read JuBAL. ; 4 — 
Seda hehe 
Vew joald « wilh to oblige fuch of our corre/pondents as fend us 


exigmatical lifts of young gentlemen, but we think it impr oper and 


indelica te to infert them, ‘and therefore make it a rule not 10 do its 
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Or GOOD NATURE, 


AIL, lovely nymph, upon whofe dimpled cheek 
Sits ever {miling candour! ‘Thee I woo 

At morn, ateve, and im my mid-day fong, 
To blefsmy focial walk. Thou art the fan; 
Its light, its luftre to the moral world 
Difpenfing. Darknefs broods, and fullen gloom 
Spreads her black pall o’er ev’ry fcene of joy 
Where thy foft eyes withold the genial fmile. 
Lift to thy fifter nymph ; extend thy hand, 
White as the fwan’s foft down, to lead me home, 
That I may dwell, forever dwell with thee, 
And hold familiar converfe with thy fire 
Good-fenfe, alert and vigorous old man ! 
And with thy fifter pity, oft retire 
Into the lonely grove, todrop a tear, 
To vent the figh humane. For thou, fweet nymph, 
Perfection’s queen, good-nature ; thou waft born 
Of tendernefs, the woodland fair, whom erit 
Strong fenfe, thy fire robuft, in green wood fhade, 
Faft by a brook which bubbles through the dell, 
By rudeft fern fyrrounded chanc’d to meet, 
As wearied from the chace, he fought the flream 
To flake his thirft, and graceful bore his bow 
Unftrung upop his Shoulder ; there he met, 
He faw, he Jov’d, and to his fond embrace 
Wood her, and won, and cropp’d the precious rofe 
Of her virginity ; while Hymen’s torch 
Blaz’d with re-doubled fplendour. ‘Thou, fweet nymph, 
Was the lov’d produce of their firft young blifs ; 
Good. nature fprung from tendernefs, the bride, 


And manly fenfe, the bridegroom, truly blefs’d. 
° Thee, 
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Thee, thee fweet nymph, I woo at morn, at noon, 
At eve, at midnight ; for thy tender heart, 
Studious to kindle fatisfaction’s glow 

In each rofe-tinétur’d cheek, difdains to wound, 
With flighteft pain, the humbleft ; thou would’ft wipe 
The tear from ev’ry eye, and ev’n the worm 
Beneath thy feet, compaffionate, would’ft fave 
From the leaft pang of corporal fufferance. 

Yet, to the ftoic apathy eftrang’d, 

Thou can’ft with iteady courage probe to th’ quick 
The wound thou mean’ft to cure ; thou can’ft reprove 
With all the fweet perfaafion of eftecm, 

Aud give a momentary pang to free 

‘The worthy mind from its ignoble chain. 
Though on the fwifteft wings of panting love 
Thou would’ft fly forth to work a brother’s weal, 
Thoughtlefs of toil, yet art thou never led 

An eafy captive, with compliance mean, 

At the foft lure of every Syren’s fong 

That trills delufive. ‘Thou art of thy fteps 

No lefs obfervant than of thy compeers ; 

Slow chofen, long approv’d, and firm can’ft ftand 
The noify dafh of ignorant vice’s waves. 

Not fo that counterfeit who oft aflumes 

‘Thy name refpeétful! Giglet, light, and bafe ; 
Daughter of folly, whofe unmeaning front 
Wears the foft fimper of perpetual {mile ! 
Unballafted by virtue, and feduced 

Ever to follow the gay painted barge 

That with obftreperous tumults fpreads its fails, 
Its filken fails, as pleafure’s gale fhall blow 
Upon fimplicity’s moft perilous main, 
Improvident of danger; and of chart, 

Of compafs, and of anchor, madly void ! 

No, gentle nymph, thy folid fober joys, 
Approv’d while felt, and pleafing on review ; 
Thy joys, oft foft benignity, give worth 
To this life; painful boon, when difcontent 
Inverts the profpect glafs, and all things kens 
Enlarg’d in foul malignity’s thick mitt. 

‘Then, foft good-nature, fhed, oh thed thy light ; 
Deign nymph thy vivifying fmile. May all 
Before my iight be beautified by thee ! 

Whether in iclitude’s meand’ring fhades, 

Amid thy upland copfe, or by the fide 


Of fedsy-fringed brook, along the mead 





Bedeck’d 
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Bedeck’d with flowers, I tray; thou, thou, fair nymph, 
lllume the profpe&t. ‘Thou the upland copfe, 
And thou the fedgy-fringed brook or mead, 
Bedeck’d with flow’rets! Give me to behold 
With placid {miles, and approbation’s warmth, 
When by my charmer’s fide, my bride, my love, 
Lift’ning I drink the mufic of her tongue ; 

O ftill and e’er be prefent ; give me eyes 

‘To trace her ev’ry amiable perfection, 

To magnify her graces, and to draw 

The veil of fond affection (fond, not blind) 
O’er her minuter foibles, whence, alas! 
Mortality moft refin’d hall not be fiee. 

And as in love, fo teach me to converfe 

In friendihip’s focial intercourfe. O teach 

Each aétion to behald in faireft light ; 

Belt motives to affign; to palliate faults ; 
Exculpate where I may, and from the worft 
Extract and hold to view the worthy part; 
While for the beft, the generous and good, 

With joy exalted, | ftand up and fay, 

*¢ Behold their virtues ;—mark, and imitate.” 
3ut never may the curfe of envy’s guilt 

Lead me to pry on littlene(s and faults 

Where merit claims my praife, and bafely caufe 
Ev’n in a nut-fhell to comprize the worth, 
While half the world will fcarce fuflice to hold 
The thoufand faults which my quick-fighted pride 
Difcerns in him lenvy. Hence the thought! 
‘Touch with the lenient balm of thy foft love, 
Good-nature, gentle nymph, the heart morofe, 
The felf-tormenting heart, where thoughts like thefe 
Are foftered, which betray a narrownefs of mind 
Unworthy reafon, and unfit for man. 





On WEDDED LOVE. 


H wedded love, thy bard fhall own, 
When two congenial fouls unite, 
‘Tny golden chain inlaid with down, 
‘L hy lamp with heav’n’s own {plendour bright, 


Bet if no radiant ftar of love, 
Oh Hymen, {mile on thy pure rite, 
Thy chain a wretched weight muft prove, 
Thy lamp a fad fepulchral light. 








